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To THE 
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READER 


His Sermon was preacl/d at al 


Time, 
and at the Requeſt of ſome Had 


Gence of God hinder'd. 


The Death of a near Relation fre- 
eented the Tranſcribing of it for ſomel 


Time; and afterwards it was lodo'd in 
the Hands of a Bookſe ler, who quickly] 


after he receiv'd the Copy, "fel ill, and! 
Notwit Hand. | 
ing which Difficulties, it is at laſt ven- 


dyd of that Sickneſs. | 


527 4 Avro, d, and as Providence hasl 


07der'd. iti has waited for a Seaſun where-| 


272 Aifairs have A better Aſpe ct. Th: n 


it may be of Vſe to ſettle and eſta 1; 


4 * 


et Prayer of 


Proteſtants in their Holy Proſeſſion, | 
and to wipe off the Reproaches that ourl 
Eu- 


; " 3 


Ad verſaries caſt upon us, 1s the 


E 1 Hearty Wel. wiſer. 


PRO 


| when we were under the! 
| ma friehtful Apprehenſions of the Pr e. 
tender; 
been publiſh? d ſooner Wy not the F; = 


But 


to m 
eay 
prob 
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PROTESTANTS O HERETICKS 


AC TS XXIV. XIV. 

But this 1 confeſs unto thee, that aſter 
the way which they call Hereſy, fo 
worſhip I the God of my Fathers, 
believing all Things which are wr 
ten in the Law and the N 


HES E Words are part of that 
excellent Apology the Apoſtle 
Paul made for himſelf before Fe- 
lix the min Governour, a- 
rink the vehement Accuſation of Tertul- 
lag, Whom the Few had imploy'd as s cheir 
Council to implead him. 

And a 1 Defence truly, he ma: le ſor 
Himtelf and Fellow Chriſtians, whom his 
ticulent En emies had branded as a Facti- 
oa, Or Sect that was very troubleſom 

It has always been the unfair Practice of 
tie Adverfarics of the Chriſtian Religion, 
to miſrepreſent it to the Worll, and to en- 
(your to faſten ſomething that was op- 
probrious upon thoſe that embracd it, to 
make them od ous to Governours, and o 


Inst ve to the Populace. 


x 


I 
| 
; 
| 


But what little ground the Enemies of 
Ciriftians have for their Insetlires, will 
| A. ; | 2 b. 


Proteſtants no Here!ichs, 
appear both from the weakneſs of the Oh. 
jections, which the Apeftle's Enemics 
brought in againſt him, and the rational 
Defence he made for himſelf, and the Re 
ligion he did profeſs, 


"The Accufation we have chiefly i in the 


5th Verſe, and the Anſwer to it in the 


Words of our Text; both of which we in- 


tend to look a little more narrowly into, 
In the Apoſtles Indictment, we find 2 


Things chicfly alledg'd againſt Him, the! 
one was Hereſy, the other Sedztion ; cle 


ther of which Allegations, if fairly p:oy'l, 
would have made that Proſecution the 
more legal, and have born the Jews our in 
their uncommon Fury againſt him: Bu: 
how groundle!s this Charge Was, We ſha! 
2 preſe ntly Ice, 2 5 

In this Affair the Apoſtle's accuſeg 


ſeem to have been acted by a blind Z-:l} 
againſt him, juſt as the Papfſts are againſt 


Proteſtants, who ftile their Tenets Heret: 
cal, and their necetlary Refotmation 2 
moving of Sedition throughout the Iorld, 

The firſt Thing laid to the ApoRic” 
Charge was Sedition : The y called him a 
peflilent Fellow, and reckon'd him one of 
thoſe that turned the World upſide down; 
than which, nothing could he more Falls 
and Malicious, 

[t was well known to all that did con. 
verſe with the Apoſtles and Primitive 
Chriftians, that they were Perſons of a 
peaceable Behaviour, and did render ty 
 Cafar, the Things that were Cefars. 

The Doctrine they taught had no Ter. 
dency tu make void the Obligations 0! 
Subj-ets to cheir Princes, nor 5 produce 

Scrit 
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Strife and Variance among Men; but on 


the contrary did iniorce Obedience to Su— 
periors upon the ſevereſt Penalties, and did 
injoin a peaceable Carriage towards all 
Men. | | 


the Goſpel they preached Was the Goſpel 
of Peace, calculated not only to promote 
our Reconciliation with God, but to com- 


poſe Differences among } Men; to cement 
and knit us together by the Bands of 


Love, 3 
The great God ſent bis dear Son, and 


after him his Apoſtles and Minifters, to 


make Peace; to teach Men the moſt offe- 


ctual Way te real and ſolid Peace by ma- 


hing firſt their Peace with Heaven. | 
How could any then, have the Front, 

(unleſs reſolv'd to abandon all Honeſty and 

Modeſty) to charge this Apottle as a fur- 


bulent Fellow, a mover of Si 411708  throughouz ; 


the World ? 
And how can any have the. Afurance, 


to charge us Proteſtants as Men of Anime- 


narchigal Principles? 
May 7 hag not with the Apoſtle, Ver. 15. 


clear our ſelves as to this Cha g by ap- . 


pealing to all that know by Whether We 


do nor exerciſe our (ye D HA A4 Con Cs 


ence void of Offence, both towards Cod an | 20- 
wards Man, in this Matter? 


The other Article brought 2 the 
Apoſtle, was Hereſy: REY y called him a 


Ring- leader of the Sect a 10 IN Kir 
Of this Chargs he endeavours to ace 

quit . himſelf in che Words of our Text; 

and was neither afraid nor aſham'd, to own 


in the very Face of his Ene mies, that af 
4 2 n 


The Apoſtles were Meſſengers of Peace; 


| 
| 
i 
: 
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ter the way which they falily called Hove: T vw 
ſy, ſo did be worſhip the God of his Fathers, I zz. 

. believing all Things. which are written in the | 
Law and 16e Prophets, the 
It is the Charge of Hereſy that we are | ou 
to conſider, our Text being the Apoſtle”; on, 
An{wer thereto, this being the uſual Thing WM w. 
objected by thoſe of the Chur ch of Rom: po! 
d gainſt the Reformed, _ | | WE 
And from hence theſe dangerous 2 to 
xims have been advanced by thoſe of the ane 
Romiſy Communion, That they are not ob- the 
lig'd to keep their Promiſes, Oaths Pr 
Leagues with us: And then that they 
_vught to puniſh thoſe whom they call lie. _ BY: 
retickt. 1 5 uo 
And theſe Two Dofttines maintained to 


in the Church of Rome, have filled the | 7 
Chriſtian. World WIC N Blood- ſhed and Peri- te 


wry: tro 
It is the common. Gp of the Ro ma- The 
niſts, that Hereticks, (and ſuch in their MW: je 
account are ah, who will not in all Things t 
comply with the Decrees of their Church) 1 
ought to have all ſorts of Punichments in: Tee 
tlicte Jon them, even Death itſelf; nay ple 
the moſt exquiire kinds of Death, We 
And this their Opinion is ſufficiently MW 1 
confirmed by their bloody Practice, *. re 
ceedling by far even Heathen Crucly, _ Ly 
This laid the Foundation of their moſt 


barbarous {nquifi:ion, the Accounts of the 
human Crucltics whereof would make 
your very Ears to tinge, 
May we ever be preierved from ſuch a 
bloody Religion! 

Our Adverlarics of the Church of Rome, 
it's true, lay a great Arcfs upon thoſe 
Words 
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Words of our Lord, Compel them t0 come Luke 14. 


In. e | 
But co uld it ever have enter'd into the 
thoughts of any one except a Papiſt, that 
our Lord meant ſuch a kind of Compulti- 


23 


on, that the Church of Rome makes uſe of? 


Was it ever known that Chriſt and his A. 
poftles did perſecute any? Perſecuted they 
were, indeed, of many, driven from City 
to City 3 ſuffered Stripes and Impriſonment, 
and Death itſelf; But we do not once find 
them offering any Violence to make Men 
J Tm. 
Our dear Lord was. ſo far from a per- 
ſccuting Spirit, that when his Diſciples 


would have had him to have order'd them 
to call for Fire from Heaven to conſume thoſe Lake g 


S$1maritanes that would not receive them, 
ne ſharply rebuked them: Inftead of pa- 


tronizing their Raſhneſs, he told them, 


They knew not what Spirit they. were of: And 
he immediately adds, The Son of Man came 
not to deſtroy Mens Lives, but 10 ſave then. 

It is true, our Lord did once make a 
Scourge, and drove thoſe out of the Tem- 
ple that did prophane it: But then his 
vell-guided Zeal for his Fathers Glory did 
warrant that Action; and beſides, the 
Temple was made a Place of Merchandize 
by them, which ought not to have been. 


Our Lord was always very tender of the 


Lives of Men, eſpecially of their Souls; 
he came not to deſtroy either: He did 
not pretend to ſeize Men's Eftates, to 


drive them from their native Country, to 


caſt them into Priſons, or condemn them 
to the Gallies; Neither did his Apoſtles 
make uſe of any ſuch Methods: One of 

Et them 


. 


4, 


E 


9 


2 Cor. 10: them tells us, That the Weapons of their II Ay. | 
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1re were not carnal, ſuch as Fire and Sword, 


bur ſpiritual and mighty through God, to the 
pulizng down ſtrong holds, cajting {oven Inagi- | 
nations, and every high Thing that exalteth 11. 


ſelf againſt the Knowledge of God, and bring- 


ing into Captivity every Thought 10 the Obedi- 


ence of Chriſt. 
But what ſhall we think of that Church 


that is quite the reverſe to all this, that | 


has no regard either to the Souls or Bo— 


dies of Men, that will ſacrifice to Rage | 
and Bigottry every Thing that is dear, . 


ven Liberty, Property and Life itſelf? 


Thoſe of this Communion, are the Nlen 
that file all beſides themſelves #Hereticts, 


and as far as lies in their Power, Proſs- 


cute them as ſuch, which brings us to give | 
you the Notion of Here, and then to 
conſider, Whether or no, we Protefants, 


who worſhip the God of our Fathers, believ.'; 


all Things which are written in the Lam and 


Prophets; and I may add, in the Writings 


of the Apoſtles too, are juſtly chargeab;2 | 
therewith, and conſequently ought de de 


Þ roſecuted as Hereticks. 


2 


As to che fir ſt Thing, 


1, We are to cont der the Notich. 9 
Hereſy, for we are not aſhame« to own, | 
That after the Way which ſomè call . 
fo worſhip we the G of our Fathers, 


As tothe Signification of the Word Ae 


2, which is Hometimes render*'d Sed an [t N 


lometimes Hereſy, it often bears an intit- 


 F rent Sence both in the ſacred Scriptures, | 


and in other Writers, | 
At the beginning it was A Word that ge- 
peru ſignified any Opinion, either 8000 


We 
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We read of the Sect of the Phariſees 3 


and the Chriſtians were ſtiled a Sect. 
This is what the Apoſtle was accuſed of, 


as being a Ring- leader of the Sect of the Na- | 


wm for ſo in an opprobrious Manner, 
ey ſtiled the Primitive Chriftians. 
aach in other Writers we read of the 
Se&t or Hereſy of the Platonick, and Paze- 
rate tick. 

But now the Word 1s moſt commonly 
uſed in an ill Sence, for Opinions repug- 
pant to the Word of God: And fo we fic 
it very often uſed in the Holy Scriptures, 


Beds Apoſtle Peter, giving us a Cauti- 


, lays, There all be faiſe Teachers, who 
wivil ſhall bring in damnaole Hereſies, even 
denying the Lord that bought them. 


Hereſy may be defined, then to be, an 


Errouf in the Fundamentals of Chriſtiani- 


ty, taught and defended with Obſtinacy. 


It muſt concern and reſpect the Articles 


of our Faith, for it is not every little Er— 
rour that will denominate a Perſon an He- 
Yo | 
As Schiſm 1s oppoſed to Love, Hereſy 
is oppoſed to Faith. 

Some define it to be an Opinion contra- 
ry to what is commonly receiv'd, and ap- 


prov'd, by a Synod or Council; but Coun- 


ils have erred, and may err; therefore it 


is poſſible, that a Perſon may contradi& 


their Determinations, a and yet not be gui}- 
ty of Hereſy. 


Having thus briefly given you the Noti- 


on of Herefy,, we come to enquire, 


Whether this can truly be laid to the 
Charge of us Proteſtants? Whether or no, 
This Vay, after which, we worſhip the God of our 


Fathers, 'be Heretical | ? Now 
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of Herely and Schi;m upon us 1 molt fall 
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Now we fay it is not; and do Aﬀert cut 
Separation from the Church of Rome, 0 50 
warranted from the Word of God, and the 
Practice of the Apoſtles and Primi, ive 


Chriſtians, and therefore is not Factious 


and Schi! matical. 

And if we can but aks theſe tws 
Things appear, we fhall have perfor med 
the Task we undertook... 

The one is, that the Hereſy is really 
on their kle; That what the Papiſts falſe. 
ly impute to Y may truly be Charged on 


, then. 


The oe 7 is, That what the Reforms 


generally hold, is Conſonant to the Wk 
_ rings of the Prophets and Apoſtles. And 
when 1 ſhall have finiſhed theſe two Things, 
I hope it will appear moſt evident, that 
our Separation from the Church of Rome 


4 


i 
is moſt juſt, and conſequently their CHa ge 


and malicious. 
Firſt, We are to conſider, Whether the 


Hereſy the Romaniſts falſly impute to us, iS 


not really on their own fide ? 

Had they themſelves been Orthodox: 
then they might the more plaulibly have 
inveighed againſt others. 

Bu: how odd is it, to hear the Guilt 


accuſe the Innocent ? | 
Is this the way of recommending Ortho- 


doxy to the World ? 
Or will it indeed he ever the better 
thought of by thoſe unconcerned in the 


Controverſy, becauſe that Church whole 
Doctrinals are ſo erroneous, does pretend 
to ear ſo firenuoully for it. 


Would 


Proteſtants no Hereticks, 
Would Modeſty be ever the better 1i- 
ked, becauis recommended by the mult 
notorious Hariot ? 
_ Certainly every one would be ready to 
look upon it with an evil Eye, and would 


be apt to conclude, either that the Perſon. 


miſtook the Notion of it, or did not out 
of any Good-will recommend it. 
And what can thole that are Impartial, 


think of the Church of Rome in this Calc, 


ſceing ſhe is lo forward co accuſe others of 
oe” 


Will they pronounce her fannt 


Will they commend ber Zeal? Or will 
they not rather blame her Imprudence and 
Raſhneis, and adviſe her to purge her ſelf 
of the Imputation of Idolatry, and other 
Herefics which ſh= lies under? Which 
brings me to prove, that the Charge of 


Here:y, which the Church, of Rome is ſo 


oy ro taſten upon others, docs indeed 


clong to her ſelt. 
1 ſhall not mention all the Errours of 
that Church, my Deiign not requiring it; 


It may be 1: ticient to tingle out a few that : 


are the moſt groſs, ſuch as Purgatory, Trans 
ſubſtantion, Locking up the Scriptures in an 
unknown Tongue, Praying for a nd to the Dead, 
and their Jdolary, Upon Which Heads. I 
ſhall be but ſhort. 

i. We will begin with Purgatory. 

That this is the Doctrine ot the Church 
of Rome is undeniable. 5 


The Council of Trent i in their laſt Seſſion 


decreed, that we muſt believe there is a 
Purgatory, that Souls confined there are 
reliey'd by the Prayers and Wiſhes of Be- 
lievers, particularly by the Oblation of the 


Sacrifice of the Altar. | 5 And : 
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And this they look upon to he ſo nece{. 
ſary an Article of their Faith, that Bell ar- 
mine ſays, 

« Whoſoe ver does not believe Purgatory, 


ce ſhall be tormented in Hell, 


Now that this Doctrine of theirs, has no 


ſolid Foundation in the Word of God might 


be fully proved, would it but conſiſt with 
my deſigned Brevitv. 

And that this was not the Doctrine of the 
ancient Fathers, has been. owned by ſome 


of their own Communion “. 
Beſides, I might ſhew how  diſhonoura- 


ble this Doctrine is to our Bleſſed Lord 


and Saviour, and how much it derogatcs 


from his Satisfaction: For ſeeing Chriſt 
hath fully paid our Debr, and made Satiſ- 


faction to the Juſtice of God for our Often- 


ces, it would be Injuftice to require the 
Payment of any Part of that Debt in Puss 


8270. 


In a Word, the Blood "of Chriſt is aid 


to cleanſe Believers from all their Sins, 
but this Doctrine makes him to be a Cat 
our that was not compleat, that did not go 
with his Work; for what need ofa 


through 

cleaning, Purgatory, it 'Chrift has finiſhed 

the W ork in Belicvers in this Life? 
Secondly, Tanſubſtantiation iS another of 


„the SIT Tenets. 


In 


YU * * 
———— 
— 


* * Fiſher Biſhop of Rochefier on eth, N at 
Purgatory was for a long Time untnonn, and 
eiber never or very ſeldom mentioned among ihe 
ancient Fathers, Pool's Dialogue, p. 175. 


r 5 2 


Sve alſo. Dr. Ames's Bellatminus Ener: 
VACLsS, Tomy 2, D. 202. f 


Protiſi ante no th etidts. 


[1 the Thirteenth Seſſion of the Council 
of Trent, the real Prelence of the Body and 
Plood of Chriſt in the Eucharift, and Tran— 
ſubſtantiation were eſtabliſhed, and thofe 
were condemned, who ſaid the e, 
Fruit of the Euchariſt is the Ren imon of 
. 

Now the Papiſt s hold, that after Conſe- 
cat o, the Elements are turned into the 
ag Bod V and Blood of Chriſt, and that 
in à carnal Sence we eat his Fleltand drink 
Is Blood. 4 | > 

Mog aſtrous Abſurdi ty! As if Jeſus Ch riſt 
could give away his Body to his Diſcipies 
before his oat os On for them to clicw 
and eat it, and yet his Body temain whole 
an? unbroken, as Their b did ne 
telk them. 

Ard it tn this Cate w2 muſt rot bel eve 
our Senſes, that the Bread remains Bread, 
and the Wine is ſtill Wine after Conſccra- 


tion, how can we ve lure of any 1 hiog that 


either ſee, hear, or feel? 


on, we ſhall over-turn one of the moſt con- 
l!erable Arguments to prove the Verity 
0! the Chriſtian Religion, 1 mean, the Mis 
racles that were wrought to cor firm it. 

[t our Senſcs are not to be believed, how 
couſd the Apoſtles be ſure that thoſe Mira- 
is Were wrought? Nay, hew could they 


be {ture that Chriſt did truly ſuffer and 


liz, and Tile AgaD, and aſcend up into 
Hea ve n? | 


There might be a fallacy in all this, if 


uy Senſes m may communty be IM po: 'd 8 
on. 


it our Senſes are not to be depended up- 


B How 
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crament of the Altar. 
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How eaſie would it be, with the JN. 1 


of old (whom that ancient Father, u. 
tius relutes ) to turn the whole Myſtay 
of the Chriſtian Religion into a meer Fa. 


ble? How could our Lord's Diſciples be 
ſure, that he had a real Body (if our Scr- 


ſecs may not be truſted ?) And then ths 
Romaniſts would be finely ſer ved, if they 


are put of with a Phantom, inſtcad of x 


Subſtance, | 

Or finally, how can they be ſure, that it 
is real Bread and Wine before Conſe: r;. 
tion, if our Sences deceive us? And then 
ſhould it prove to be really any Thing ci? 
that they have conſecrated, it would be ſo 
far from being a Sacrament of Chriſt's Ap. 
Pointment, that it will be the molt lor. 


rid abuſe of that ſacred Ordinance, 


But according to them, we muſt believe 


our Senles in the one Caſe, though not in 


the OHeh EE: 5 i 
Not to inſiſt any further upon the A) 


lurdity of this Tener (which would be in 
a manner endleſs) I would only obſerve, 


that one of their principal Ends in main- 
taining this Doctrine, ſcems to have been 
the promoting the Adoration of the Hot; 
For as the Council of Trent, in the avore- 


named Seſſion did likewiſe declare, that 


jeſus Chrift ought to be adored in the Sa- 


But after all, ſhould it prove to he real 
Bread, then they are under a groſs Mi 


ſtake, in adoring a meer Creature, and are 


as ſtupid as the very HZeathen who bow to2 


” Epiſtola ad Smyrnæos, P. 2. 


Stock or a Stone. E But 


8 ͤ— 


0 CE * 
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But the Charge of [dolatry will come 

i Y:o4-r another Head, therefore I proceed. 
Ti. 5 To mention another of their 
'YMEccours, viz. Their Locking up the Scrip- 
Mics in an unknown Tongue, and not ſut- 
De VE af the common People LO nk Acquain- 
n. Nnce with them. 
The Council of Trent allows: it's true 
the reading of the Scriptures, provided the 
4 Bihop's leave can be obtained: Bur this 
pretended Licenſe is only a Blind; for the 
Power of giving ſuch Licenſes of reading 
5 eeping the vulgar Bibles is taken away 
25 ſuch Biſhops and Inquiſitore, by the 
© <2mand and uſage ofthe Aoman and uni. 
10 75 Inquiſition,” 
ia W ord, it is their general Opinion, 
tber - from the reading of che Scriptures all. 
Hereſies come, and that the promiſcuous | 
rcading of the Bible brings more Evil than 
i Good. 

But how d! rectly 309 is this to our 

Lord's command, * Search the Scriptures ? 

5 And ſure St, Luke, according to their 

5 Notion, was much miſtaken in comment- 

"WW ing the Beræaus for their Diligence, in 

ſearching the Scriptures dazly ; whether or no AQ 17. 13+ 
what was deliver'd by their Preachers was 

azreeable thereto? Which they. could not 

have e done, if the Leriptures had been kept 

from them. 

But the deßgn of the Church of Rome in 
this Practice is to keep People in groſs Ig- 
korauce, otherwile it would be found very 
B 5 | difti- 


* ob. 6. 19. The * 1ſt it 4s 
the Imperative Meods Engyyats 2. bitby! in Loc. ; 


1 


Rev. 14. 5 


1 Tim. 2.5. 


Purgatoty be 
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dicheult to keep them Ready to their Prin- 
ciples: The Knosledge of che 5 


would convince = them ot cheir E.rr0: 

Furthiy, We come in the next Pl; 2 
conßder their praying fer; and te the 
Dead. 


[t is the Practice of che Church of Pine 
to pray or tae Dead; ie, they Pray. le 


| ary in Purgatory 


< 


- 
oY 


kad from their Pains 3 which is diree 

- contrary to the Word of: Got witen pe, 
nounces, Thoje that die in the £0 4 E , 
for they reſt from their. Labours- dl luce 
Prayers for them mult then be fruitle.s, i: 


i; 

5 round! Sl | 
J eir praying to the Dead is 21.025 da. 
erſtitious and Frui! leds; belides, We. 
ut of 61:2 Ne. tor 0-102 ef Gol 81 uy 

YT. 162 Man Ctriit 5 UI, | | 
And yet the Council of Trent b. 7 
mention ed, ſpeaking co aer en the r 
cation of. Saints, aflerts, that it is goa 854 
profitable to call upon them, and 
intercede for us with Go!: That the Ke: 
1::ts of Martyrs and Saints ought tor bebre⸗ 
fozAed 5 wr we ought to FL, hd ket 
ho Images of Jeſus Chr t, the VII git 
nd 1 . and pay them the Veneration 


— 


* 
C1 


ain 18 to them: Whereas it is wilt. 


Ton ſoa t worſrip the T thy Cod, ard 
bin only ſhalt thou ſerve, which bcic 95 me 
ro the next Head. 


Fifthly, The 16 olatry of the Church 05 


me, NOW this is evident both from thei: 


workippins Images and che Holt. 


And notwichſtand! ng fome 01. 
would fain ſhift it off us, as it they 1 
an Im. 8e only the Medium, and not © 

Ob; 


" 1 
” — „ i «ty? 
1 5 18 

% > » 9 14 
569 


N «4 
"+ ©; ſtir 111 75 * Debt „ * 160 rY 1 
** 0 vil u Caen Sorin 110 IS. Heel 
Be le 5 VI. ent, LilaTt 
* ' 
anc Trent do both command: the - WOFIh 1; "by 
4" «of the . : a 0 


a þ : a. 
CHe FAY: Nells Q N 3 _ 


%. 


ly f s 6 ; 
1k OY pretend, that they do not 
vortkip © IC Images of ut only God by them 


„em only as Repretentations 
of the: true Qb 1 bf Worthip, and that 
 Hotour Pallet trom them to Cul, 

ks 


Br ut neither will this clear them, tor God 


Fas given à particular Charge, that we 


ſhall not make any Grayen Image: And 
Mojes; repeating the Law told the: Cliil- 


Aken ot Ifrael, Ihat wien Gol Vale to them Db: 


6001 'f tie Fire. 10. 'P ed the Hotte vi the 
Fords, 042 they ſaw 70 fimilitude f an Li- 


Fu, he lil. e 7 Malz or £emaie, 00-1 


1 q,2 "2+ 1.2 25 {73 FR 
17 225 017% 7 Cre ature , CLIC) Deal {1 


bird, &C ver {cs 12 153 10 17. &c CONÞ 


pared . 
Gol knew very well, kow apt corr 
Nature would bu to pay Divine Wor 
to luch Images or Repreicntations, ho 
rone 1 Mankic d was to Iolairy, and the 
tore they were abſolutely forbidden, as bes 
ing Wh olly unproficabl-, as no way apt and 
ſultahle to ftir up Devotion, as the Kon: 
jiſts pretend, 
Neither is their worſhipping the / 
Ils Idolatrous, than their mag wo: (113 p. 
Their Pretence is, that the Bread is 
TAG into ehe very Body of Chriſt; and 
ſus Chriſt being God oug'1t to be wor» 


I 
kk. 
wy 


Jel 


| mi] pped. 


And the Abſurdity of this Tenet bas 
been already ſpoken to; we have ſhewed, 


that after Conlecration the Elements re- 


BY RL main. 


_—_ , 
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main the very ſame as to their Subſtance, 
although the uſe of them be altered, they 
being ler apart to repreſent the Body and 
Blood of Chriſt. The Apoſtle calls them 


ſeveral Times Bread and Wine after Cons | 


ſecration, and our Senſcs tell us, they are 
ſtill the very ſame: Frnetetore ci fall clown 


betore a piece of Bread is as much Ido]. | 
ry, as to tall down. before a Stock ora | 


Stone. 
Th ere are many other Errours in t! 


Church-of Rome. w hich Lmuſt not it y + | 
L 11; 


nention, but pals. on 100 the other 1 


Ut 
Nee namely, 


Secondly, To he W, that what we hell 1 | 


"oft Conſonant to 'the Writings of the 
Old and New. Teſtament, the Prophet 
aud e and therefore iS far from bc- 
11 8 f HC 

We are not aſhamed to own, That 4 
the way Which our Ad- effarlss fail call i! 
reſy, ſ9 worſeip we the God of our Lale, F bs 


lie vi all "Things 85 &c. 


Now this is A e Thing under 1 
dion, to prove this Charge to be groun- 


les and a ee 


The Apoftl= had to do with the malie 
dus Jews, and therefore his Province was 
to prove the Truth of the Chriſtian Rel. 
Zion againſt all other Religions. 

We have to do, mote c{pecially wit! 
the Papifts, who own the Chrittiau Religi- 
on to be the true Religion, yet have 
brought in iv many Errous, that they cor 
traclict the end of Religion, 

So chat our Rune at preſent, is no! 
10 prove the Truth of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion againit Mibometans, Je ws and e 5 

ont 


2 
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Proteſtauts no Hereticks, 
but to ſhew, That the way after which we 
worſhip Gol, comes the nearett to the Ho- 
ly Scripcures, and conſequently is faltly 
called Hereſy. | | | 

By the way I would obſerve, that the 
behavior of the Pupiſts towards us in this 
Caſe, is much the lame, as that of the 
Fews towards the Apoſtl: s and Primitive 
Ciriftiaos, who, becaule they ſeparated 

from their Church, called them Hexreticks 
ind Schiſmaticks, and ſo do the P.pifls ſtile 
Protelants, though the Errours of that 
Church make ſuch a Se paration both needs 
tu} and commendable. 

And to proceed; L will not pretend to 
make an Apology for all the Reformed 
Churches, ſome having erred in their Do- 
arinals. _ 

Neither ſhall I pretend to. defend the 
Erroure, either of the Arrians, Pelagians 
. or Antivomian s. 

Nor thall J enter into the Controverſy 
about the Modes and Forms of Church- Go- 
yernment and Worſhip among Proreflants. 

L thall only {h=-w, as briefly as | wellcan, 

nat che Papiſts have the lcaſt Realon 10 
accuſe us, and thoſe ot our Communion, 

oeh Perlons ) of Herely : Seeing, 
1. What we believe, comes {o ncar the 
W ord of God; and 

2. Seeing weed. avour to Worſhip the 
God of our Fathers, according to the beſt 
Light we can get from the Holy SCrip- 
tures and the pure ſt Antiquity. _ 

Now lecing the Church of Fome has 
been proved Heretical, thoſe that ſymbo- 
lize the l-aſt with her, and in all Reſpetts_ 


kcep as cloſe A they can £0 the Word of 
God, 
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God, are of any, the leaſt liable tothe 
Charge of Hereiy, And that this is cur 
Caſe, 1 hope to provs. 

Bat give me leave before I enter the 
upon to ob erve, That the Reformed we 
called Proteſtants. from their proreſting . 
gainſt the Errours of the Church ef Roe; 
Or as an Hiſtorian of our own has 06) 
ſery*d, for making a Proteſtation in D. 
fence of their own Dodri ine. 

Now we proteft againſt the Errours 9! 
the Church of Rome, as our Fore-father, 
have done. „„ 

It wonld be tedious: to mention all the 
Particulars: Beſides the Five Things r 

med before, We proteſt againſt the pres 
tended Supremacy and Infallibility of the 


Pope, looking upon Jeſus Chriſt to be 


Head of the Chur. ch. 
We abhor their Doctrine of depoſin 
and excommunicating Princes at plcaſi 


and abſolving their Subjects from their 


Oaths of Allegiancc. 

We look upon their 1 the Cup 
to the Laity in the Euchariſt to be fraudu. 
zent Dealing, and robbing the People of 
what belongs unto them. 

We reject their Praying in an unknown 


Tongue, as being contrary to Edification. 


We flight their Abſelutions and Indul- 


gencies, and dilown their Works of Super. 


errogatlon. 
We proteſt againſt Auricular Confeſſion, 
as being an Uſurpation over the Conlcicn- 


ces of Men. 


We look upon the Scriptures cf the Ol [ 


and New Teſtament to be a ſufficient Rule 


of Life, thereſore we rej<& the Apecryphal 
Books, and all Oral Traditions, We 


— 


| tiſm, and ib: Lord's Supper, belie vin 8 Their 


an Article of Faith 
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We own but Two Sacraments, viz. Bus 


other Five to be groundleſs. 

In a Word, we look upon their way of. 
Worſhip to he too pompous and theatrical, 
pot tending to E. dification, nor ſuited to 
the plainnels and ti nplicity of the Goſpel. 

Thus diſowning the Errours of the 
Church of Reme, we wonld make nothing 

but what has a ſolid 
Foundation in the Sort God. 

Ic would he. tov tedious to make a Re. 
hearſal of all the Articles of our Faith. 

All the Articles of that Creed, that 
gees by the Name of the Apoſtles, are-- 
owned by tlie Orthodox, excepting the 
Artie fe about the D-ſcent of Chriſt into 
Hell, as Explaized by the Church of àome. 

Therefore ſince we believe all Things, 
vhich are written in the Law and the Pro- 
phets, and by the Apolil.s, the Charge of 
Hereſy maſt needs be groundlef. 3 pech. 
ally if we add, | 
2, That.we-endeavour 0 wm ſlip the God. 
cur Fathers, according to the beſt Light 

e can get from the Holy Script urcs, and 
wg pure ſt Antiquity, 
The Pazzits commo aly Object againſt the 
Proteſtant Kelig gion, the Novelty thereof, 
Where was their Religion before Lurber? Ee due 


of 1 


Is a Qusſtion they frequently ask: To. - e 91. $0. 
which Query, an Anſwer has been lately - "RO 


Reprinted, proving, that the Proteſtants. > . 
Religion was long betore Luther, and is no 
other than the Religion of Jeſus Chriſtand-: D 's 
his Apoſtles. There's therefore the lels 75 . 
Occaf on to ſtay upon this QueRion- 


How- 


22 Proteſtants no Hereticks, 
Arch- Bi- However, give me leave to obſerve 


ſhop Tillot- m! 5 | 3 5 
105. with a great Man, that Antiquity is not 


on; for there was a Time when Chriſti. 


nity began, and was a new Profeſhon, an 


then Fudaiſm and Paganiſm had certainly 
the Advantage of it in Point of Antiquity. 
The moſt proper Queſtion in this Caſe 
is, Which is the true ancient Faith, that 
of the Church of Rome, or the Reformeg. 


And in Anſwer to His; as to the Arti- 


cles of the Apoſtle's Creed, as cxplain' 
by the four firſt general Councils, a great 


Part of the Roman Fnith, is the ſame with. 


_ the Reformed, and therefore of equal An- 
kiguity- . „ 
But the main Queſtion is, as to the mat. 
ters in Diſpute betwixt us, the Principal 
whereof are the Twelve New Articles of 
the Creed of Pope Pius the 4th, not on: 
of which is to he found in any ancicit 
Creed or Coafeſſion of Faith, generally 
allowed in the Chriſtian Church, _ 
So, as. the ſame Author adds, though 
our Reformation was as late as Luther, our 


Religion is as ancient as Chriſtianity it. 


ſelf. „„ SS i 
We may therefore call our Faith, the 
Faith of the Apoſtles and Fathers. 
And according to the beft Light we can 
get from them, ſo worſhip we God, even the 
God of our Fatbers. , 

Our way of Worſhip it's true, is not ſo 
pPompous as theirs, but whether upon that 
Account ever the leſs acceptable, is belt 

Known to him whom we wor hip. = 
Jokn4. 24, Our blefled Lord has told ns, That Cod 

3 a Spirit, and they that worſhip him muſt do it 
in Spirit and in Truth. -Chrift 


always a certain Mark of the true Religi- 


7 5 md 4 _w» 


ft A XxX MA ﬀ. $3 av 


 mmouk eq HUGS — mw 


Proteſtants no Heretichks, 
Chrift was then diſcourfing with a Samg- 


ritaneſs, in Order to convince her that he 


was the Meſſias, whom God had ſent to 
briag the World oft from their Ldolatry and 
Superſtition. 


Therefore as the great Prophet of the 


Church, he ditetts her in the right Way of 
worſhipping Ged, and tells her co this Ef- 
fetr, That now under the Goſpel Confli- 
tution, the many legal Rites, which were 


but Shadows of good Things to come, were 
to be done away: And inſtead of that ce» 
remonious Way, Which the Fews had been 
trained up, he was to intioduce a more 
ſpiritual One; therefore he lays down this 
Maxim (Which all Chriſtians ought invi- 
olably to obſerve ) That God is a Spirit, &c. 


The one Reſpects the inward, the other 


the outward Part of Worthip. 

God will neither accept Worſhip | in a 
true way performed hypocritically, nor in 
a falſe one performed never ſo deyoutly, 


It muſt be right both for Matter and Man- 


ner. 
As to the Matter of our Worſhip, it 


| | conſiſts of premeditated Prayer, Reading, 


and ofcen Expounding the Holy Scrip- 
tures ; Cheerful ſinging the Praiſes of our 


God wich Heart and Voice, preaching the, 
Word of God, and zan the Holy 


Sacraments. 


As to the Manner of our performing this : 
religious Worſhip, we frecly own, that it is 


with leſs outward Pomp and Ceremony than 


in the Church of Rome, are therefore apt 
to look upon it as moſt ſuitable to the Go- 
ſpel Conftitution, and moſt agreeable to 


che Practice of our Lord Ms Chrift, his 
8 ST 


23 


24 Proteſtants no Her utichs, 
Apoſtles and the Primitive Chriſtians. 
1 J=ſus Chriſt was the great Promiſe of the 
| Oli:Teftamentz was therefore pointed at, 
ard tipified by many Ceremonies under tlc 


Law, which were to ceaſe upon nis appear. | 


ing 
The great Promiſe of the New Teſta- 
ment is the Spirit of Chrift, promiſed to 


ſpiritua} our Worſhip i is, the more luicab!e, 

2 Cor, 3. g. The Goſpel Diſpentation is called che 
Miniſtration of the Spirit: Whereas the 
legal Diſpeniation, becaule it conſiſted of 
many carnal Ordinances, 1s called by the 

ver. 6. Apoſtle MiniStration of the Letter, 

1 Now the Apoſtle in that 8th v. does al: 
ſert the Goſpel Diſpenſation to be more 
glorious than that cf the Law, 

In what Reſpect can this be? Sure he 
does not mean outward Glory, for all mult 
own there's leſs of outward Magnificence 
and Pomp? 

It muſt then be meant of inward Glory, 
in reſpect of the plentiful Communication 


In a Word, for the Three Firſt Centu. 
ries at leaft, Chriſtians kept cloſe to the 
Simplicity of the Goſpel of Chrift, without 
the mixture of humane Inventions, and-the 


many Fopperies, now uſed in the Chutch 
of Rome. 


| wards, ſome at one Time, and ſome at 

| another (as the Clergy and Laity grew 
more remils and careleſs about their Mo: 
rals) until they had compre eated che My: 
ſtery Audi, 8 


5 
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the Church to be with it to the ſerord 
| Mat. 28. ul coming of our Lord; therefore the mote 


of the Gifts and Graces of the Spirit of God. 


Theſe were gradually brought in after- 


An 
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An Eccleſiaſtical Writer of their own Du Pin. 
[FT Communion, ſpeaking of the Diſcipline of 
"© the three firft Centuries, own*, that it was 

rery fimple, and had ſcarce anyiother De- 

coration, but what it bad from the Sanctity 
of the Manners, and Lives of the firft Chri- 
/ WE fifaons. The Places where they affembled 
. FB uvcrc always plain, and without Ornaments, 
Ie Ute of Images was not known, and the 
- uclariſt in both Kinds was given to the 
> People. 344 | 
f | know it is objected, That thei 7 the 
Chriſtian Church, 4s once with the Jewith. 
ren perſecuted in Egrpt; and there fole, ſus ; 
„ impliciiy did the bet become them, aud they” 
„ud not the opportunity of making g thoſe Alter a- 
tions that were after war, is [LESTER whe 1! the; is 
» KW oovernours embrac'd Corifli 72 77 
Now it muſt he . hat the Church 
did undergo very arp Perſecutions tea 
great a Part of this Time; büt vet Chriſti- 
v, Jans bad ſoms Peace able Intervals, WHICH 


n uere better improve than in many of the 
d. ſacceeding Centuries, g be) apply 'd them 
u. Wits very diligently to tte Prattick Part 


» Wo Re] sion, not affecling outward Pomp. 
ut Ay a was it ever known „that the Mo: ats 

e Eo: the Cbriſtians were better than in thoſe 

h Wiim-s 2 Was there ever known to be Per- 
bonsot more eminent Picty aid Learnigg in 
r. the Church ? Few of che following Ceatu- 
at 1 bx £'9 ficn Worthies as Jon4tins, Jus. 
w in diary, Jrepæus, St. Clement of Alex. 

0 garia, Tertu ll, Origet' (C1 5 and dus | 
The next Century, it's true. Was adorn- F 
n a the famous Euſebius, At panalus, Gre- 
| 40 of Nats. gen, Epiphenius, and tuch like, 
5 GC But 
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But even ia this Century, the Euchar;$ in | 


both Kinds was adminiftred to the People; 
and tho' they began to affect ſomething 
more of outward Pomp, than in the three 
preceding Centuries, yet Things were not 
brought to their Height ill many Ages 
after. : 8 N 
The ſame Writer ſpeaking of the Eighth 
Century, ſiys, That then Super Hition and 
Jenorance prevail'd among the People, I. 
HHimages Were common, Praying for ibe Dead 
was recommended; the Name of Act 
Hiſpop began to be given to A7 opta, 
La that Age, as he adds, they were very 
careful about Rites and Ceremonies, = 

In a Word, in this 8th Century it was, 


that THe . yvüncll of: Nice etabhad the 


. Sr Ib! 5 of Im 405. | | 
But it was ſome more Contaries b -fore 


the Mi ler) of Iniquity was compleated, 


Thus we ice, tne further we come from 
Jeſus Chrift, and the Apoſtles Days, the 
more Corruptions ſtiil crept into the 
ITE reh. 

By t this Time, therefore, * 90 5 it an 
pears m oſt evißlent, That the way after 
which, we Proteſtants 99 rip 8 the God of 0u 


— 


| Fathers, thou; ah Akten eq wit n but little 


Outrard Pump and Mag nificence, is moſt 


G81 CC ble to the 4719, focal 1 and the 
Ta Cit Ped. TITA 141i iy, And there fore tie Charge 


04 an: A Novelty imbated to us by the 
Church of Ame, i: Nall lous and groudd: 
leis. | 

Jo come to a Cloſe. 

From what has been ſaid, we may ſce 
hat Realon FrotelFah 's have to be fixed, 
aud co: firmed in their Fi cteſſion. 
Some 
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Some called Proteſtauts, I f-ar, are of the 
k-formed Religion, becauſe it is the Religion 
ot their Ancefors, or of the Country where 


they live. And ſhould a Time of Trial 


come, not knowing the Grounds and Rea- 
ſons of their Faith, it's to be feared would 
not be able to ſtand their Ground, 

{ have been endeavouring to let you 
ſee the ground of our ſeparating from the 
Church of Rome, and have proved their Te- 
nts Heretical: Therefore let us continue Phil. 1. 23. 
Heafalt, in nothing terrified, as the Apoſtle 
ſays, %% our Adverſaries, which to them is 
an evident Token of Perdition, but to us of 
Salvaiion, and that of God. 

Let our Enemics ſtilè us Fereticks, and 

call our S-ptratiom from them Schijmarical 1 
et's cheertully bear all their Reproaches, 
remembring that Jeſus Chrift, his Apo- 
ſtles and the Primitive Chriſtians met 
with the like Treatment from the Jews 
and Gentiles, __ e 5 

Let us, my Brethren, Hand fat in our Pro- 


F. Mon, looking Cas the A poſtle does adviſe 


us) 10 Feſus, the Aur irar aud Finiſhe: 7 ONY Hcb, 12. 2 0 


Faith. who for the Foy that was ſet before kim, 


endured the Croſs, deſpiſing the Shame. and is 
jet down at the Kit Hard of the Throne of 
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